The Coming Civilization
addition to the payment of labour and the ordinary
overhead charges incurred in production, the inves-
tor must be rewarded for lending his money and
the landlord for lending his land. The owner must
also make his profits, and profit is accordingly the
primary aim of a capitalist industry. It is quite true
that this involves satisfying the consumer, for, if the
consumer is not satisfied, he will not buy and no
profit will be made. But to supply the consumer
is a secondary aim, and it is often possible to induce
him to buy at a price which is high enough to cover
a big profit for all the interests concerned.
The most significant feature of a profit-making,
privately owned industry is that each owner or
group of owners is thinking chiefly of his own
profits. It does not matter if other industries are
damaged in the process so long as there are no
repercussions on himself. There is no inducement,
in fact, for industry as a whole to collaborate in a
policy which, while good for general interests,
involves a restriction of profit-making for individual
firms. The owners of these firms will resent such a
policy, precisely because they are thinking primarily
of their own profits. That is why recovery from a
depression is seriously obstructed under the capitalist
system.
Capitalism is Necessarily a Class System
Capitalism is a system under which society tends
to be divided sharply into two classes. The first or
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